
 
 

 

             

 

 

 

 

Chair’s Message 
Hello Everyone  
I’m writing this as I recover from our end of year Festive Celebration - which 
seemed to go very well, we quizzed, we sang, we ate, we partied! My 
apologies, again, to those who were unable to join us due to the limit on 
numbers for the hall - but if you see the photographs you’ll see an absolutely 
packed event, we couldn’t have fitted more people in if we tried. 
As we reach the end of 2025 it is, perhaps, time to reflect on the past year - 
both for me as Chair and for us all as members of Oxton and Prenton u3a. I 
have to say that I enjoy the fact that we are a smaller u3a, I think that we are 
possibly friendlier and more welcoming than those u3as with over a 
thousand members. But it does sometimes present its own problems in 
terms of engaging members to step up and volunteer or get involved. Our 
Festive Celebration, however, showed that you are all willing when you see 
something needs doing - the planning and delivery of the event was very 
much a team effort (for which I am very grateful) but also on the day so many 
members came forward to help things to run smoothly it made appreciate 
why I joined Oxton and Prenton u3a and why I’ve stayed so long.  
Reflecting on the year itself, I can see many occasions when members have 
stepped in, made things happen and kept our u3a interesting and enjoyable 
- probably too many to list here and I’m loathe to try for fear of leaving 
someone out! A quick look back through this year’s newsletters or a scroll 
through our Facebook page will give you some idea. But there is always room 
for more Group Leaders, meeters and greeters, trip or walk organisers, tea 
and coffee servers…… 
Moving forward to 2026, our Group Coordinator is starting the year with 
lunch and a meeting for current and potential Group Leaders which will 
hopefully lead to an increased number of Interest Groups on offer to 
members.  
We have a varied and interesting Speaker programme thanks to our Speaker 
Secretary - but we still need some help with the Social Meetings, so any 
ideas or help would be most welcome. 
I would also like to extend, again, the invitation to members to attend our 
committee meetings. All members are most welcome to attend as observers 
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but I’m not aware that anyone has taken up the invitation. Please contact our 
Secretary if you would like to come along - lunch is provided. 
My thanks to you all for your friendship and support this year, wishing you a 
very Happy Christmas and I look forward to us all meeting again in the New 
Year. 
Corinne  

 
****************************************************** 
 

The 2025 Christmas Party 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Comments on Facebook about the party 
 
 

• Great day - thank you and your committee for organising everything 
so beautifully. 

 
• Very well done 

 
• To Corinne and all the committee. Thank you for organising the 

Christmas meeting. It went like clockwork. 
Merry Christmas to everyone. 
 

• A huge thank you to Corinne and the committee and helpers for such 
a great Christmas party  Greatly appreciated with a quiz, carols 
(thanks Steve), raffle with beautifully wrapped prizes, lovely 
refreshments, smashing fun. Well done   

 
• Thanks to our committee for organising a really enjoyable Christmas 

get together! A very happy Christmas to everyone. 

 



 
 

• Thanks to Ken and Gerry for the Christmas Quiz. 
Thanks to Steve and Carole for the carols 
Thanks to Hursts for the buffet (that was delicious!) 
Thanks to the mince pie makers (the pies were delicious!!) 
Thanks to Barbara and Eileen for the beautifully wrapped gifts 
Thanks to Everyone!  

 

****************************************************** 

The Danny         The Daniel Adamson Preservation Society 

 
 Two of the volunteers at The Daniel Adamson 
Preservation Society Chris and Stuart gave a 
talk about the history and restoration of ‘The 
Danny’. Two of our members - Alison and 
David Clarke - had been on a cruise on the 
Daniel Adamson in May so it was particularly 
special for them! 

The Daniel Adamson, affectionately known 
as "The Danny," is a remarkable survivor of the steam age. Built in Birkenhead 
in 1903, this powerful canal tug originally spent her days towing goods from 
Cheshire to the busy Liverpool docks. Originally named the Ralph 
Brocklebank, she also served as a passenger ferry until 1915. 

In 1922, she was sold to the Manchester Ship Canal. Beyond her towing 
duties, she became a vessel of high prestige, hosting eminent visitors 
including the Sultan of Zanzibar and the Kings of Egypt, Iraq, and 
Afghanistan. In 1936, she was renamed the Daniel Adamson. 

However, by the 1990s, the ship had fallen into neglect. Towed to Ellesmere 
Port and abandoned, she became a target for vandals and was even partially 
set alight. Her future looked bleak until Mersey tug skipper Dan Cross 
stepped in, forming a preservation society to save her from the scrapyard. 

Thanks to a £3.8m Heritage Lottery grant in 2015 and the tireless dedication 
of hundreds of volunteers, "The Danny" was meticulously restored. Today, 
she has risen from a vandalised wreck to join the elite ranks of the National 
Historic Fleet, standing proudly alongside icons like the HMS Victory and the 
Cutty Sark. 

 

****************************************************** 



 
 

Art Appreciation 

Season’s Greetings  
 
This talk by Bernadette was about her 
collection of Christmas cards showing 
great works of art and how all types of 
artworks make it onto cards - not all 
them religious in subject. She began by 
with an early 14th century Giotto work, 
‘Flight into Egypt’.  We made our way 
forward through the years and through 
many artistic styles until we arrived at 
Farquharson’s ‘The Shortening Winter’s 

Day is Near a Close’ on display at the Lady Lever Art Gallery.   
Yet again we enjoyed Bernadette’s thorough research and willingness to 
discuss her knowledge and findings with members.  A great meeting to end 
the year. 
 

****************************************************** 
 
 

Walking Group   

December – Chester mini walk. 

 
  

In December walkers met 
at Chester Station. Here 
they are in front of the 
statue of Thomas Brassey, 
(members might 
remember the talk we had 
about him.) 
before starting the 2.5 
mile walk and visit to the 
market and lunch. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Day out with a Bus Pass 

World Of Glass – St Helens 

        

A smooth meet up at Lime Street and then on to their destination.  

There will be no outing in January, but a few treats are already planned for 
later in the year.                           Tony 

 

***************************************************** 
 

Nordic Walking 

 
 
 

 
As promised – they walk all year round.  
The Nordic Walking Group enjoying December sunshine in Birkenhead Park 
with some familiar visitors.  

 
 



 
 

Tea and Coffee Rota 
  
  
 
15 January 2026 
 
 
29 January 2026 
 
 
12 February 2026 
 
 
26 February 2026 
 

 
Mary Hamilton 
Eileen Slater 
 
Barbara Baker 
Kathy Sullivan 
 
Karen Little 
Norah Murray 
 
Marion Jackson 
Barbara Riley 
 

  
 Would you like to help out and meet more members? 
 Please contact Joan Benton on 0151 608 6226 or 07568563329  
 
 
****************************************************** 
 

Speaker Meetings                             Arranged by Pam Southall 
 

15th Jan       More Wallpaper, Vicar?                                      Rowena Beighton-Dykes 

12th Feb       History & Work of the RNLI                                                      Brian Jordan 

12th Mar       Special Investigation inside the Brighton Bombing            Barry Cave 

9th Apr         Solo Walk across Africa                                                         Fran Sandham 

7th May        Peru in the Footsteps of the Incas                              Dr. David Mottram  

4th Jun        The Liverpool Tobacco Industry 1642-2007                 Robert S. Jones 

                 2nd Jul        ‘Operation Fish’ - the rush to save Britain’s Gold from the Nazis 

                                                                                                                                               Bernard Nevin 

 



 
 

GROUPS 

Art Appreciation - Held in the Session room in TWPG. 3rd Wednesday each 
month. 10am for 10.15 start. Also, Gallery visits. Planning for 2026 now underway. 

Contact Bernadette – mailto:art@oxtonu3a.co.uk 

Natter and Read 
Meets at 10.30. – 12.00. in Wallasey at Joyce Woosley’s home near Wallasey Town 
Hall on Thursday following the first u3a meeting in the month. Spaces available. All 
books are provided by the Library Service. Next meeting 22nd January 2026. 
Contact Joyce:  mailto:book2@oxtonu3a.co.uk 
 
Lunch Group 
Our lunch group hosted by Joan Benton is held monthly at the Refreshment 
Rooms. It is held on the third Wednesday in the month at 12:45 for 1:00pm. 
Numbers are limited so watch out at TWPG meetings for the signup sheet. Date for 
your diary:  21st January 2026. 

Nordic Walking 
Come and join Corinne’s Nordic Walking Group every Tuesday at 10.00 am at 
Birkenhead Park visitor centre. We walk for an hour then have refreshments at the 
café. All year round.  

Bridge Group and Rummikub 
Bill Nock is the leader with Tony on hand to teach bridge to new members. Meets in 
the cabin at TWPG fortnightly on Wed.  at 10.00am. Next meeting: 7th January 2026  
and fortnightly thereafter. 
 
Walking Group 
Usually 3rd Friday in month. mailto:walks@oxtonu3a.co.uk 
Information and Sign-up sheet available in meetings.  
 
Book Group 1 
Meets in Oxton at Val Edward’s house on the second Tuesday in the month. Full at 
the moment. Contact: book1@oxtonu3a.co.uk 
 
Craft Group 
Meets on the last Monday of the month.  2.00 – 4.00. At Joan Benton’s house. Full 
at the moment, but names can be added to a reserve list.  
Next meeting: 26th  January.  Contact: craft@oxtonu3a.co.uk     

 

Play Reading 
2nd Tuesday monthly usually. Meeting: 10.00am - 12.30. Held at Eliane Davie’s 
house. Full at the moment. 
13th January 2026, Portrait of a Murder – Robert Bloomfield. 
Contact Eliane: mailto:playreading@oxtonu3a.co.uk 
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Care of members 

Eve Felton has agreed to be the point of contact so if you know of       any 
member in need of a kind word please contact 

committeemember@oxtonu3a.co.uk 

Please give some info – a different type of card is required for someone who has a 
broken leg to someone who has had a major heart attack! 

Also, a bit of information for sympathy cards is helpful. 

 

****************************************************** 
 
Thanks to Steve Cottam for doing such a great job of proofreading, and to 
Corinne for photographs. If you have photos, reports, or comments 
regarding groups you lead or ones you have attended, or anything 
connected to our u3a, please send them to me for inclusion. 
 
mailto:newsletter@oxtonu3a.co.uk                                                                     Kathy 
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