
 

 

                                                  

NEWSLETTER 
CHAIRMANõS MESSAGE 

Itõs that time of the year when elections are in the air. We have just had our own elections to the 

committee at the AGM. Earlier this month we had local council elections and the election for the 

Police and Crime Commissioner. The lucky people of Liverpool were able to vote for their mayor at 

the same time. Next month we will have the opportunity to vot e in the referendum to remain, or 

leave, the European Union. We are being told that this will be one of the most important votes that 

we cast in our lifetime.  

Thatõs all well and good but I feel that I am ill informed to take such grave decisions. Despite 24 

hour news coverage, the internet, Facebook and Twitter and numerous other media sources I feel 

that I am less well informed than  ever before. The problem,  as I see it is that everyone appearing 

in the media has an opinion about what would be best for us but reliable facts on which to base a 

decision are as rare as rocking horse poo. Statistics are bandied around by politicians and spin 

doctors. They only go  to prove the old adage that statistics can be manipulated to prove anything.  

I will be on holiday on the 23 rd  June so will not be able to vote on that day. We have asked for a 

postal vote but rather hope that it will arrive after Carol and I leave for for eign shores so that we 

cannot be blamed for making the wrong decision.  

Colin Burkitt  

************************************** ******** ******** *******************************  

LUNCH CIRCLE  

The next meeting will be on Tuesday  21st June 2016  

12-15 pm for 12 -30 pm 

Pesto  at The Dibbinsdale Inn  

Dibbinsdale Road, Bromborough  CH63 0JH  

*************************************************************************************  

http://www.oxtonu3a.co.uk


MEETINGS and SPEAKERS  

Thursday 9 th June 2016  : Grand Narrative and Lexical Priming ð Mary Clinton  

Thursday 23 rd  June 2016 : Our very own Kate Walton - Evacuee  

*************************************************************************************  

SOCIAL OUTINGS                                                                  

Full booking details available at  meetings , please s ee your social organisers  at the back of the 
hall  OR e-mail  barbara@oxtonu3a.co.uk  

 

REMINDERS  

 
Tuesday 7 June 2016   Arley Hall  & Gardens  
     Cost £8 -00 plus coach fare   
     Reserve List only Depart 9 -30 am  
  

EVENTS - NOW BOOKING  
 
Friday 22 nd July 2016   Cruise to Salford Quays  

3 course meal o n board  (special  dietary 
needs must be advised)  
Coach departs 9 -15 am 
Cost (inclusive) £33 -00 
Limited availability  
Special dietary needs must be advised  

NEW 
 
Wednesday  20 th July 2016   Francis Bacon Exhibition (with History of Art Group)  
     Tate Gallery at 11 -00 a.m  
     Cost to be advised  
 
Thursday 8 th September 2016  Safer Driving for Longer  
     Free session provided by Wirral Council  
     Session Room TWPG 9 -30 a.m or 11 -15  a.m  
     BOOKING ESSENTIAL  

 
Monday 19 th September 2016  Guided Tour of Albert Dock  
     Albert Dock Heritage Project  
     Free but BOOKING ESSENTIAL  

 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES !!!!  
 
Friday 16 th December 2016   Christmas Lunch   

Wirral Ladies Golf Club  12.00 for 12.30 pm  
Cost to be advised, booking opening later in year.  

KEEP THIS DATE FREE  
 

 
THEATRE ð BOOKING  CLOSING  
 
Tuesday 21 st June 2016   Observe the Sons of Ulster Marching towards the Somme  
     Playhouse Theatre  7-30 pm £15 -50     
 
 

mailto:barbara@oxtonu3a.co.uk


 
TICKETS READY FOR COLLECTION  
 
Monday 6 th June 2016   The Government Inspector  
     Everyman Theatre 7 -30 pm £15 -00     
 
Monday 11 th Jul y 2017   Merchant of Venice at Pl ayhouse Theatre  
 

************************************************************************************  

VISIT TO MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL  

In the 13 th century a large stone built parish church was erected in the centre of Manchester. Over 

the years it had many additional chapels  added to it.   

In 1847 it was created a Cathedral for the newly formed Diocese 

of Manchester.  

During the industrial period, the population grew so rapidly that 

extra space was needed to accommodate the congregation. The 

building was extensively renovated i n 1882, removing the 

chapels and creating one large space. This has resulted in it 

having the widest Cathedral nave in the country.  

 It suffered heavy bombing in 1940 and it took almost twenty 

years to complete the repairs. All the Victorian stained glass was 

destroyed in the blitz and has now been replaced with modern 

designs ð The Healing Window, The Revelation Window, and The 

Christian Signs and Symbols.  

My personal favourite was The Fire Window in the Chapel of 

the Manchester Regiment.  It was designed to commemorate 

the cathedralõs rebuilding after the blitz. It was 

reconstructed after it was itself destroyed by an IRA bomb 

in 1996.  

We were lucky enough to have a lovely sunny day to show 

the windows at their best.  

Thank you Barbara for organising the tr ip, and the weather!  

 

Pauline Pinnington  

*************************************************************************************  

WALKING GROUP       

 
Terence and Judy are leading this walk in Southport on Friday 24 June - just over 5 miles 

/ 8 km, all on level paths or grass. The route is a long loop around the marine lake and along the 
seafront, there will be several opportunities for anyone overcome by fatigue or thirst to leave the 
walk early and go straight to the pub (the Victoria on Stanley Terrace).  Meet at Liverpool Central 
on the Northern Line platform jus t after 10:00 to catch the 10:08  to Southport. Please sign up at 
the Welcome Table.  



 

In beautiful  Calderstones Park May 2016  

 

*************************************************************** **********************  

THE JOHN RYLANDS LIBRARY  
MANCHESTER  

 
Several members of Oxton U3A recently enjoyed a most 

interesting day out in Manchester. The morning having been 

spent in Manchester Cathedral, the group were  then  

bussed to The John Rylands Library on Deansgate for lunch 

in their splendid cafe.  The 

first impression I had when 

stepping down from the 

coach was the complete contrast between the stunning gothic 

architecture of the Cumbrian sandstone library building a nd the 

modern glass architecture of the adjacent Emporio Armani building.  

Our guide for the day, John, was extremely knowledgeable about 

the library.  

The library's outer appearance of gothic arched windows and 

magnificent doorways, along with the stained  glass windows, high 

roof arches and many galleries, would perhaps lead one to imagine 

that the building was originally intended to be a church, and it 



seems that it has been described by some as a "cathedral for books", so it was somewhat of a 

surprise to  learn that it was opened as late as 1900, by Mrs Enriqueta Rylands, in memory of her 

late husband John.  Mrs Rylands, a Cuban by birth, was an admirer of Sir Basil Champney's work 

and she commissioned him with the building of this library, which houses ma ny ancient works 

including a Gutenburg bible, along with works by William Caxton and Charles Dickens.   It was 

originally intended to house only theological books and texts, and one notable display is a glass 

case housing papyri fragments of St John's Gosp el, 

written in Greek, and reputed to date back to around 

125 A.D.  These fragments are thought to be the 

earliest surviving pieces of the New Testament.   

Housed within the walls are also several collections 

of rare books purchased by Mrs Rylands prior to  the 

building of the library.  There are also ancient 

illuminated manuscripts and Egyptian scrolls.  

Personal papers once belonging to Elizabeth 

Gaskell are also stored here.  

Statues of Mr and  Mrs Rylands are on display in the 

reading room as are busts o f some of our most 

notable literary, theological and philanthropic names.   

The library has been extended in more modern times 

and a bridge provides a seamless link between the 

older and newer parts.  The modern part houses the 

cafe where we had a lovely lunch which had been 

pre -prepared and was served to us promptly upon 

our arrival.  This part of the building is also home to a 

well -stocked bookshop, which was well worth a 

browse 

after our 

tour had 

ended.   

The John Rylands library became part of Manchester 

University in 1972 and it forms as rich a source of 

knowledge for today's students, and members of the 

public on guided tours, as it has to previous 

generations                                                                                                                      

 

Linda Fisher  

*************************************************************************************  

A.G.M. 2016  

Many thanks to all our members who attended our recent AGM, and a big thank you to Colin (our 

Chairman) for the very interesting DVD about Birkenhead Park, which he showed to us 

afterwards. We elected a new Treasurer (Ken Jackson) and a new Secretary (Jean Mawdsley) and 

also welcomed Corinne on board as our newest Committee Member. I thought it might be useful 

for new members to view the mug shots of our team, now you know who we are, come and say 

hello to us, we donõt bite! 
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